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DRAFT OF STATEMENT 


It is regrettable that the United States Government is forced 
to suspend publication of Amerika, its official Russian-language 
magazine which had such great popular appeal when it was freely 


available_ in l.u§,sisu... 


aoxe XU . ^ 

T pTrr'"''"°i- ly raa tAl the great popularity of ^^rika^uring 



my tour of duty as American Ambassador to the USSR.' 
fhOt- 

during my tenur^the agreement between the Soviet and American 


Governments concerning the number of issues of Amer ika to be dis- 
tributed in Russia was increased from 10,000 issues to ^0,000» 


This increase was necessary because 3%"WBM the demand 

exceeded the supply. Consequently, I consider as, mweftliiiWo 
the Soviet Government's claims that Amerika » s circulation has 


dropped suddenly from 50,000 to 25,000 and then to a record low 
of 13,000 issues, 


^ Ttie tactics which the Soviet Government has taken in slowly 




strangling the circulation of Amerika have left this Government 
with no other alternative course but to suspend publication until 
such a time as free distribution of the magazine is assured. 
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JUL 17 1952 


Ranorabl« 

Th« Sacretaiy of State 
Department of State 
Washington) D. C* 

Dear Mr. Seeretarjri 


It la regrettable that the Ihiited States Oovemaent it 
forced to suspend pablleatlon of Its official SuBsian- 

language aagasine idiieh had such popular appeal when it 

was freely available la Russia. 


During tour of duty as Aasrioan Ambassador to the USSR) 

I was Gonstantly aware of the great popularity of Amrika . It 
was during my tenure that the i^rraeaent betwe«i the Wet md 
Juaerican aovemaents oonoeming the nuaber of issuee of Aaerika 
to be distributed la Russia was laereased frm 10,000 issues to 
1^,000. This increase was necessary beoause the denand for tlw 
magaslne far exeeedsd the supply. Cansequently, I o<msider as 
fantastic the Soviet Qovemment* s olains tiiat Ameilka's eireula* 
tion has dropped suddenly fr<» ^,000 to 25»005 and th«n to a 
zeeord low of 13,000 issues. Actually I was Infomed reliid>ly 
that single pages of this highly prised publication were at tlaee 
sold in the Soviet black market fer more than the offleial cost 
of the entire aagasine, and if ita eiroulatlcn has so deelined 
it is beoause the Soviet Oovemsent, irtiioh controls this circula- 
tion, has forced it doiei. 

Unfortunately, tbs taoties tdiioh the Soviet Ooremsent has 
taken in slowly strangUng the dlreulaticn of Aaariks have left 
this Oovenueent with no otoer alternative eourse bui to suspend 
publication until such a tine as free distribution of the magaslne 
is assured. 


Sincerely, 


DD/PjCVH/vah ll; July 19^2 
Distribution; 

Orig Ac 1 cot Addressee 


SIGN£i‘ 

DOCUMENT NO 
NO CHANGE !N GuASa ^ 

Walter B. Snitbo DSCLASsiFiEo A 
Direetor CTtANSso to 

NEXT fffiVigVV DATE; „ 

<WTH; ^70-2 


TS S C 






A?)rfffivecfflP?jlfetegg^ 003/l6/Bg*PCT\-RDP 80R01731 R001 300280032-7 

1 CCS DD/P flies 








25X1 




Approved Release 2C 


*: tlA-RDP80R0lii1R001 300280032-7 


DRAFT OF STATEMiMT 


It is regrettable that the United States Government is forced to 
suspend publication of Amerika , its official Russian-lauaguage magazine 
which had such great popular appeal when it was freely av|dlable in Russia, 
During my tour of duty as American Ambassador to USSR, I was 
constantly aware of the great popularity of Amerika,/ It was during ny 

tenure that the agreement between the Soviet anc^American Governments 

./ 

/ 

concerning the number of issues of Amerika to,4)e distributed in Russia 
was increased from 10,000 issues to $0,(XX)^ This increase was necessaiy 


because the demand for the magazine f^ ^ceeded the supply. Consequently, 


I consider as fantastic the Soviet Gojrernment’s claims that Amerika* s 

/ 

circulation has dropped suddenly fj^tn 50,000 to 25,000 and then to a 

■'/ 

record low of 13,000 issxies. Ac,:^ially I was informed reliably that 
single pages of this highly prized publication were at times sold 
in the Soviet black market J^r more than the official cost of the entire 
magazine, and if its circy^^ation has so declined it is because the Soviet 
Government, which contnfW.s this circulation, has forced it down. 

Unfortunately, tro tactics which the Soviet Government has talen 
in slowly strangll|4 the circulation of Amerika have left this Goveriment 


with no other al^rnative course but to suspend publication until such 


a time as free/distributlon of the magazine is assured. 


7/l^/^?\pproved For Release 2 


rTIA-RDP80R01 731 R001 300280032-7 


'3 - 0 I 

Approved For^ease 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80R01 73^^01 300280032-7 

- 


July 11, 1952 

MEMORANDUM 
TCi 
FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


Mr. Frank G. Wisner 
Jesse M. MacKnight 

Proposal for Statement on Suspension of 
Amerika Magazine by General y/alter Bedell Smith 




SECRET 




lltL. 


The Department of State will shortly announce suspension 
of the magazine Amerika ; at the same time the Department will 
announce retaliatory measures against publication and distribu- 
tion of Russian magazines and pamphlets by the Soviet Embassy 
in this country. 

Anticipating reaction to this decision in the Soviet press, 
the Department is preparing a propaganda offensive by obtain- 
ing statements in support of our action from prominent Mericans, 
who have been associated, in some way, with the enterprise, or 
who have advocated a free exchange of information between the 
peoples of Russia and the United States. 

If agreeable with General Smith, we would like a state- 
ment along the line of the attached. Admiral Kirk has described 
the decline of the magazine in a similar statement, based upon 
his observations during his tour of duty in Moscow. 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Warren Austin and members of Congress 
are also making statements. 


Attachment s 

Draft of Statement. 
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